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Project At A Glance



Å I-65 will close between the Watterson 
Expressway (I-264) and Downtown 
Louisville (Jefferson Street) June 1 т July 
31, 2026.

ÅWork to replace three key bridges is 
accelerated during the closure. 

ÅThe closure saves at least a year of 
additional restrictions and delays on I-65.

Å I-65 is expected to reopen August 1 to two 
lanes of traffic ineach direction.

ÅThere will be restrictions, including local 
road and ramp closures, through the end 
of the project.

Project Overview



ÅA two-mile section of southbound I-65 
from University Boulevard to I-264  is 
expected to reopen to traffic by July 1. 
ÅCrittenden Drive on and off ramps 

and the on-ramps from Eastern 
Parkway and University Boulevard 
will reopen.

ÅSix additional bridges will be 
rehabilitated or replaced. 

ÅThe approach is still being finalized. 
Work is expected to continue through 
the end of 2027.

Project Overview



ÅBridges in the corridor were built in 
the 1950s and 1960s as part of the 
original interstate construction.

ÅOngoing maintenance kept 
bridges safe for travel, but they are 
at the end of their service life. 

ÅReplacing bridges is needed to 
ensure long-term reliability.

ÅNew bridges will last 75 years.
ÅWork includes under bridge 

lighting upgrades and sidewalk 
reconstruction.

Project Need



ÅThrough traffic detoured to I-264 
(Georgia Davis Powers 
Expressway) on west side of 
Louisville

ÅDetour route utilizes the most 
available capacity and creates 
least traffic impacts

ÅExpected to add an average of 
about 15minutes to a trip

ÅLonger delays during peak travel 
times

Interstate Detour 
During Closure



Getting Around During the Closure
ÅThe signed detour for though traffic is I-264 

(Georgia Davis Powers Expressway). 
ÅLocal traffic will use mapping apps with 

real-time traffic information.
ÅDowntown access is the Jefferson Street 

exit from southbound I-65.
ÅTraffic leaving downtown will use the ramp 

from East Liberty Street to access 
northbound I-65.

ÅThe I-64 ramps are another optionfor 
downtown access (3rd Street and 9th Street).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o05QmktOAIE


Project Overview:
A Closer Look



Phased Approach
to Construction
Pre-Closure of I -65
Å September 2025 т May 2026
ÅWork underway around priority 

bridge locations
Å No significant impacts to 

interstate traffic

Full Closure of I -65
Å June 1 т July 31, 2026
Å I-65 closed from Watterson 

Expressway to Downtown
Å July 1: I-65 southbound 

reopens at University Boulevard



Downtown On-Ramp 
and Off-Ramp Access 
During Full Closure
These access points  to remain open:
Leaving Downtown: 

Å I-65 Northboundfrom              
East Liberty Street on-ramp

Accessing Downtown:

ÅJefferson Street through the I-
65 Southboundoff-ramp 



Downtown Access 
During Full Closure
These access points to remain open:
Leaving Downtown: 
Å I-65 NB to Indiana
Å I-65 NB to I-64 WB
Å I-65 NB to I-64 EB/I-71 NB

Accessing Downtown : 
Å I-65 SB to Jefferson Street Exit
Å I-64 EB/WB through I-65 SB to 

Jefferson Street Exit 
Å I-71 SB through I-65 SB to Jefferson 

Street Exit



Spaghetti Junction Access During Full Closure

SOUTHBOUND
Å I-65 SB  CLOSED

NORTHBOUND
Å I-65 NB  CLOSED



These downtown access 
points to remain open:
Å3rd Street/

River Road Exit
Å9th Street/

Roy Wilkins Exit

Downtown Access via I -64



Impacts During Full Closure
June 1ш June 30, 2026

SOUTHBOUND
Å Arthur Street offramp (Exit 134) CLOSED
Å Arthur Street SB onramp CLOSED
Å University Boulevard offramp (Exit 133) CLOSED
Å University Boulevard onramp CLOSED
Å Eastern Parkway Onramp CLOSED
Å Crittenden Drive SB Offramp (Exit 132) CLOSED
Å Crittenden Drive SB Onramp CLOSED

NORTHBOUND
Å Preston Street NB onramp CLOSED
Å Crittenden Drive NB onramp    CLOSED 
Å Eastern Parkway offramp (Exit 132)  CLOSED
Å University Boulevard (Exit 133)  CLOSED
Å University Boulevard NB onramp   CLOSED



Impacts During Full Closure
July 1ш July 31, 2026

SOUTHBOUND
Å Arthur Street offramp (Exit 134)  CLOSED
Å Arthur Street SB onramp   CLOSED
Å University Boulevard offramp (Exit 133  CLOSED
Å University Boulevard onramp   OPEN
Å Eastern Parkway Onramp OPEN
Å Crittenden Drive SB Offramp (Exit 132) CLOSED
Å Crittenden Drive SB Onramp   OPEN

NORTHBOUND
Å Preston Street NB onramp CLOSED
Å Crittenden Drive NB onramp    CLOSED 
Å Eastern Parkway offramp (Exit 132)  CLOSED
Å University Boulevard (Exit 133)  CLOSED
Å University Boulevard NB onramp   CLOSED



Temporary Ramp/Lane Closures, Lane Widening & Reductions

Safety/Capacity Mitigations



During Closure: 
Access at the 
I-65 & I-264 
Interchange
June 1 ш June 30, 2026 



During Closure:
Access at the 
I-65 & I-264 
Interchange
July 1 ш July 31, 2026 



Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport
V Northbound I-65 to Exit 131A to the Airport
V Eastbound I-264 to Exit 11 to the Airport
V Westbound I-264 Exit 11 to the Airport
V After July 1: Southbound I-65 to Exit 131B to the Airport

Kentucky Exposition Center
V Northbound I-65 to westbound I-264 to Crittenden Drive for Gates 2/3/4
V Westbound I-264 to Exit 11 to Main Gate or Gates 2/3/4
V Eastbound I-264 to Exit 11 Crittenden Drive for Gates 2/3/4
V After July 1: Southbound I-65 to Crittenden Drive for Gates 2/3/4
V After July 1: Southbound I-65 Exit 131B to Fair/Expo Main Gates

Downtown Louisville Hospitals
V Jefferson Street from southbound I-65 remains open
V Northbound I-65 detours drivers to westbound I-264

to eastbound I-64 to the Jefferson Street exit

Getting to Where you Need to Go



Bridges Under 
Construction



Current

Design Concept

Planned



Before: Bradley Bridge



Today: Bradley Bridge
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